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Only a 3.7% fall
Bottom line


The recent lockdown saw the real economy contract 3.7% q/q in Q3.
That’s a bit better than the -4.5% q/q we had pencilled in and much
better than the RBNZ’s November MPS forecast of -7.0%.



The relatively small contraction suggests many businesses have learned
to operate better through lockdown compared to 2020. However, for
some the economic pain is still immense.



The RBNZ knows these data are not going to give them much insight
into the underlying state of demand and capacity stretch. In fact, the
data may not carry a convincing signal on that front until after the Q4
and Q1 rebound has come and gone.



Overall, we don’t see anything in today’s data to materially change our
expectations for the medium-term level of GDP, particularly given
capacity constraints are a limiting factor.

Miles Workman for more
details.

Summary
Before the pandemic, to say the NZ economy contracted by only 3.7% q/q
would have been met with some very confused looks. It’s a behemoth
quarterly decline by historical standards (last lockdown excluded). But
importantly, the lesson we’ve learned over the past 18 months or so is that
government support via the wage subsidy and other business support is an
extremely effective, albeit costly, way to limit the broader economic fallout.
We’re hopeful that things will pick up largely where they left off ahead of
lockdown, but we are cognisant of the fact that underlying economic
conditions are very different to the last time we were asked to stay home
and save lives. This time:
Data summary



The housing market isn’t poised to unleash a tsunami of equity upon
those lucky enough to not be locked out of the market. In fact, house
prices now appear poised to fall.

17.9%



Monetary conditions are tightening, not loosening.

5.4%



The labour market is tighter than a tight thing.



We’re mostly vaccinated and are gearing up to live with traffic lights and
endemic COVID.



Capacity constraints are biting hard and inflation pressures are at multidecade highs. That’s not optimal timing for additional fiscal stimulus, but
Budget 2022 is set to deliver that anyway.
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One thing’s for sure, whatever comes next won’t be a rinse and repeat of
the past year or so. Hopefully, the strong labour market and gradually
reopening border puts the economy on a sustainable growth path, but
forecast uncertainty remains very high.
The RBNZ will likely look upon today’s data with interest, but know full well
that it carries little insight insofar as assessing appropriate monetary
settings. In fact, the signal in these data will be muted for a quarter or two
yet. In the meantime, employment, business and consumer surveys, and

price data will have to fill in the gaps. Yes, the 3.7% q/q decline wasn’t as
sharp as the November MPS forecast (-7%), but we can be pretty confident
that given the starting point, the RBNZ no longer expect growth to come in
as strong as the 5.8% and 2.6% q/q they had pencilled in for Q4 and Q1
respectively. But with this much volatility in the data, it’s probably better to
think in terms of levels rather than growth rates. Given data revisions don’t
imply anything for economic momentum, we see nothing in today’s data
that will impact our medium-term GDP forecast in level terms, and the
RBNZ probably feels much the same way.
Turning to the detail, quarterly growth by industry shows that as you’d
expect, some suffered through lockdown a lot more than others. While it’s
not pretty, the contraction has been much less drastic compared to the
Great Lockdown of 2020 (Figure 1). That means the rebound will be less
amazing too.
Figure 1. Quarterly change in GDP by industry

Unfortunately, the renewed lockdown has eroded our international bragging
rights a little when it comes to economic activity (figure 2). But we’re still
miles ahead of most in terms of the recovery in employment (figure 3), and
that’s the better signal from an economic fundamentals perspective.
Figure 2. GDP levels (Q4 2019 = 100)
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Figure 3. Employment (Q4 2019 = 100)
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Now that we’re mostly vaccinated and operating under the traffic light
system, Q3 hopefully marks the last of the lockdown-induced GDP
contractions (touch wood), but Omicron is ominous. We’ll be watching
developments in Australia closely, with our planned border re-opening
hanging by a thread, and the timetable for the longed-for progression to
Green looking very murky. Nonetheless, at this point, there’s certainly
nothing to suggest the RBNZ should stray from its current path of
withdrawing stimulus in considered steps, but the Bank needs to be ready
for anything.
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Important notice
Last updated: 15 October 2021
This document is intended for ANZ’s Institutional, Markets and Private Banking clients. It should not be forwarded, copied or
distributed. The opinions and research contained in this document are (a) not personal advice nor financial advice about any
product or service; (b) provided for information only; and (c) intended to be general in nature and does not take into
account your financial situation or goals.
This document may be restricted by law in certain jurisdictions. Persons who receive this document must inform themselves about and
observe all relevant restrictions.
Disclaimer for all jurisdictions: This document is prepared and distributed in your country/region by either: Australia and New Zealand
Banking Group Limited (ABN11 005 357 522) (ANZ); or its relevant subsidiary or branch (each, an Affiliate), as appropriate or as set out
below.
This document is distributed on the basis that it is only for the information of the specified recipient or permitted user of the relevant
website (recipients).
This document is solely for informational purposes and nothing contained within is intended to be an invitation, solicitation or offer by ANZ
to sell, or buy, receive or provide any product or service, or to participate in a particular trading strategy.
Distribution of this document to you is only as may be permissible by the laws of your jurisdiction, and is not directed to or intended for
distribution or use by recipients resident or located in jurisdictions where its use or distribution would be contrary to those laws or
regulations, or in jurisdictions where ANZ would be subject to additional licensing or registration requirements. Further, the products and
services mentioned in this document may not be available in all countries.
ANZ in no way provides any financial, legal, taxation or investment advice to you in connection with any product or service discussed in this
document. Before making any investment decision, recipients should seek independent financial, legal, tax and other relevant advice
having regard to their particular circumstances.
Whilst care has been taken in the preparation of this document and the information contained within is believed to be accurate, ANZ does
not represent or warrant the accuracy or completeness of the information Further, ANZ does not accept any responsibility to inform you of
any matter that subsequently comes to its notice, which may affect the accuracy of the information in this document.
Preparation of this document and the opinions expressed in it may involve material elements of subjective judgement and analysis. Unless
specifically stated otherwise: they are current on the date of this document and are subject to change without notice; and, all price
information is indicative only. Any opinions expressed in this document are subject to change at any time without notice.
ANZ does not guarantee the performance of any product mentioned in this document. All investments entail a risk and may result in both
profits and losses. Past performance is not necessarily an indicator of future performance. The products and services described in this
document may not be suitable for all investors, and transacting in these products or services may be considered risky.
ANZ expressly disclaims any responsibility and shall not be liable for any loss, damage, claim, liability, proceedings, cost or expense
(Liability) arising directly or indirectly and whether in tort (including negligence), contract, equity or otherwise out of or in connection with
this document to the extent permissible under relevant law. Please note, the contents of this document have not been reviewed by any
regulatory body or authority in any jurisdiction.
ANZ and its Affiliates may have an interest in the subject matter of this document. They may receive fees from customers for dealing in the
products or services described in this document, and their staff and introducers of business may share in such fees or remuneration that
may be influenced by total sales, at all times received and/or apportioned in accordance with local regulatory requirements. Further, they
or their customers may have or have had interests or long or short positions in the products or services described in this document, and
may at any time make purchases and/or sales in them as principal or agent, as well as act (or have acted) as a market maker in such
products. This document is published in accordance with ANZ’s policies on conflicts of interest and ANZ maintains appropriate information
barriers to control the flow of information between businesses within it and its Affiliates.
Your ANZ point of contact can assist with any questions about this document including for further information on these disclosures of
interest.
Country/region specific information: Unless stated otherwise, this document is distributed by Australia and New Zealand Banking
Group Limited (ANZ).
Australia. ANZ holds an Australian Financial Services licence no. 234527. For a copy of ANZ's Financial Services Guide please or request
from your ANZ point of contact.
Brazil, Brunei, India, Japan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Switzerland, Taiwan. This document is distributed in each of these jurisdictions by
ANZ on a cross-border basis.
Cambodia. The information contained in this document is confidential and is provided solely for your use upon your request. This does not
constitute or form part of an offer or solicitation of any offer to engage services, nor should it or any part of it form the basis of, or be relied
in any connection with, any contract or commitment whatsoever. ANZ does not have a licence to undertake banking operations or
securities business or similar business, in Cambodia. By requesting financial services from ANZ, you agree, represent and warrant that you
are engaging our services wholly outside of Cambodia and subject to the laws of the contract governing the terms of our engagement.
Chile. You understand and agree that ANZ Banking Group Limited is not regulated by Chilean Authorities and that the provision of ANZ
Research is not subject to any Chilean supervision and is not guaranteed by any regulatory or governmental agency in Chile.
European Economic Area (EEA): United Kingdom. ANZ is authorised in the United Kingdom by the Prudential Regulation Authority
(PRA) and is subject to regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) and limited regulation by the PRA. Details about the extent of
our regulation by the PRA are available from us on request. This document is distributed in the United Kingdom by Australia and New
Zealand Banking Group Limited ANZ solely for the information of persons who would come within the FCA definition of “eligible
counterparty” or “professional client”. It is not intended for and must not be distributed to any person who would come within the FCA
definition of “retail client”. Nothing here excludes or restricts any duty or liability to a customer which ANZ may have under the UK Financial
Services and Markets Act 2000 or under the regulatory system as defined in the Rules of the Prudential Regulation Authority (PRA) and the
FCA. ANZ is authorised in the United Kingdom by the PRA and is subject to regulation by the FCA and limited regulation by the PRA. Details
about the extent of our regulation by the PRA are available from us on request.
Fiji. For Fiji regulatory purposes, this document and any views and recommendations are not to be deemed as investment advice. Fiji
investors must seek licensed professional advice should they wish to make any investment in relation to this document.
Hong Kong. This publication is issued or distributed in Hong Kong by the Hong Kong branch of ANZ, which is registered at the Hong Kong
Monetary Authority to conduct Type 1 (dealing in securities), Type 4 (advising on securities) and Type 6 (advising on corporate finance)
regulated activities. The contents of this publication have not been reviewed by any regulatory authority in Hong Kong.
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India. If this document is received in India, only you (the specified recipient) may print it provided that before doing so, you specify on it
your name and place of printing.
Myanmar. This publication is intended to be general and part of ANZ’s customer service and marketing activities when implementing its
functions as a licensed bank. This publication is not Securities Investment Advice (as that term is defined in the Myanmar Securities
Transaction Law 2013).
New Zealand. This material is for information purposes only and is not financial advice about any product or service. We recommend
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product.
Oman. ANZ neither has a registered business presence nor a representative office in Oman and does not undertake banking business or
provide financial services in Oman. Consequently ANZ is not regulated by either the Central Bank of Oman or Oman’s Capital Market
Authority. The information contained in this document is for discussion purposes only and neither constitutes an offer of securities in Oman
as contemplated by the Commercial Companies Law of Oman (Royal Decree 4/74) or the Capital Market Law of Oman (Royal Decree
80/98), nor does it constitute an offer to sell, or the solicitation of any offer to buy non-Omani securities in Oman as contemplated by
Article 139 of the Executive Regulations to the Capital Market Law (issued vide CMA Decision 1/2009). ANZ does not solicit business in
Oman and the only circumstances in which ANZ sends information or material describing financial products or financial services to
recipients in Oman, is where such information or material has been requested from ANZ and the recipient understands, acknowledges and
agrees that this document has not been approved by the CBO, the CMA or any other regulatory body or authority in Oman. ANZ does not
market, offer, sell or distribute any financial or investment products or services in Oman and no subscription to any securities, products or
financial services may or will be consummated within Oman. Nothing contained in this document is intended to constitute Omani
investment, legal, tax, accounting or other professional advice.
People’s Republic of China (PRC). This document may be distributed by either ANZ or Australia and New Zealand Bank (China)
Company Limited (ANZ China). Recipients must comply with all applicable laws and regulations of PRC, including any prohibitions on
speculative transactions and CNY/CNH arbitrage trading. If this document is distributed by ANZ or an Affiliate (other than ANZ China), the
following statement and the text below is applicable: No action has been taken by ANZ or any affiliate which would permit a public offering
of any products or services of such an entity or distribution or re-distribution of this document in the PRC. Accordingly, the products and
services of such entities are not being offered or sold within the PRC by means of this document or any other document. This document
may not be distributed, re-distributed or published in the PRC, except under circumstances that will result in compliance with any applicable
laws and regulations. If and when the material accompanying this document relates to the products and/or services of ANZ China, the
following statement and the text below is applicable: This document is distributed by ANZ China in the Mainland of the PRC.
Qatar. This document has not been, and will not be:
• lodged or registered with, or reviewed or approved by, the Qatar Central Bank (QCB), the Qatar Financial Centre (QFC) Authority, QFC
Regulatory Authority or any other authority in the State of Qatar (Qatar); or
• authorised or licensed for distribution in Qatar,
and the information contained in this document does not, and is not intended to, constitute a public offer or other invitation in respect of
securities in Qatar or the QFC. The financial products or services described in this document have not been, and will not be:
• registered with the QCB, QFC Authority, QFC Regulatory Authority or any other governmental authority in Qatar; or
• authorised or licensed for offering, marketing, issue or sale, directly or indirectly, in Qatar.
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their request and confirmation that they understand the statements above; and (ii) on the condition that it will not be provided to any
person other than the original recipient, and is not for general circulation and may not be reproduced or used for any other purpose.
Singapore. This document is distributed in Singapore by the Singapore branch of ANZ solely for the information of “accredited investors”,
“expert investors” or (as the case may be) “institutional investors” (each term as defined in the Securities and Futures Act Cap. 289 of
Singapore). ANZ is licensed in Singapore under the Banking Act Cap. 19 of Singapore and is exempted from holding a financial adviser’s
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