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Data summary 

 Latest Prev 

Quarterly % 

change 

-0.2% 3.0% 

Annual % change 1.2% 3.1% 

Annual average 

% change 

5.1% 5.7% 

 

More COVID noise 

Bottom line 

 Economic activity fell 0.2% q/q in the first quarter of 2022, weaker than 

the 0.0% we had pencilled in and significantly below the May MPS 

forecast of 0.7%. When the May MPS was released we were at 0.6% q/q.  

 We don’t see a lot in today’s data to push our OCR call one way or the 

other. Right now, the OCR outlook is pinned more on inflation and labour 

market indicators, which, if anything, present upside risks our OCR call. 

 Bottom line: the GDP data are still noisy in the wake of COVID, and for 

the RBNZ a slowdown caused by supply-side issues (ie people self-

isolating) only helps explain why inflation pressures are so intense. We 

now need to factor in a little more COVID noise into our GDP forecasts, 

which all else equal suggests Q2 growth might need a small upgrade. 

Summary 

Q1 saw the impacts of Government-imposed Alert Level restrictions give way 

to traffic lights and self-imposed home isolation as Omicron cases surged. And 

while the economic impacts of the latter appear significantly smaller than the 

former (particularly compared to Alert Level 4), they are still adding 

considerable volatility to these data, making it difficult to diagnose activity 

relative to its “potential level”. 

For inflation pressure, and therefore the RBNZ’s reaction to these data, it’s 

economic activity relative to potential that really matters, and we don’t see a 

lot here to push the RBNZ away from its current strategy of front-loading OCR 

hikes. Indeed, the Omicron outbreak meant there was less economic resource 

(ie labour) available in the economy to produce goods and services in Q1, 

suggesting weak activity in Q1 is more about constraints on supply than 

demand. For a central bank, that’s an extremely important distinction. 

Negative supply shocks add to inflation (all else equal).    

Thanks to data volatility, economic uncertainty, very defensible least-regrets 

strategies, and, in hindsight, too much monetary and fiscal stimulus for this 

particular crisis, central banks the world over no longer have the luxury of 

setting interest rates based on risks to the near-term growth outlook. Any 

economy bumping into capacity constraints is going to struggle to grow, 

meaning a small slowdown doesn’t necessarily mean ‘job done’ on the 

inflation front. And with labour market and inflation indicators where they 

currently are, the RBNZ will need to keep going. Indeed, despite these data, 

we are seeing clear upside risks to our call that the RBNZ will feel comfortable 

by August reverting to a more normal pace of hiking. 

Clearly, the GDP data are still riddled with COVID-related noise, but 

underneath that we think domestic economic momentum is starting to slip. 

Interest rates are lifting, house prices are falling, inflation is eroding 

household incomes, migration is negative, and consumer confidence has 

tanked. However, we are unlikely to see these impacts in the headline GDP 

data until later in the year (after the Q2 release in September). And even 

then, the RBNZ will need to ask if this slowdown is sufficient to take the 

heat out of pipeline core inflation pressures. 

https://www.anz.co.nz/content/dam/anzconz/documents/economics-and-market-research/NZ-Economic-Acronyms-Definitions.pdf
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Production GDP fell 0.2% in Q1 

Turning to the details of the Q1 release, it’s still a very mixed picture by 

industry. Primary industries fell 1.2% q/q on a seasonally adjusted basis, its 

third consecutive decline – that’s a combo of bad weather, difficulty finding 

labour, and continued global shipping disruptions. Goods production fell 

0.1% as manufacturing slipped 1.4% q/q. Services industries were flat 

(0.0% q/q), and given this is almost two thirds of the economy, headline 

GDP didn’t stand a chance. All up, it’s a weaker read than we were 

expecting, but that appears to be driven by higher volatility at the industry 

level than we had factored in.  

Figure 1.  Quarterly change in GDP by industry  

 

Comparing Q1 2022 activity to that recorded in Q4 2019 (pre-pandemic) 

provides a sense of how different industries are preforming relative to the 

good old days before COVID-19 (of course this ignores the lockdown-

induced holes in between these two points in time, which varied a lot by 

industry). Broadly, there isn’t a lot of new news here. Industries more 

dependent on foot traffic and international tourists continue to 

underperform, while industries benefiting from the very sizable 

macroeconomic stimulus over the past couple of years are the out-

performers. 

Figure 2.  Activity in Q1 2022 vs Q4 2019 
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 GDP per capita fell with headline 

Net migration is now drifting negative, and all else equal will be a very small 

drag on headline GDP. However, the GDP per capita story isn’t all that 

different to headline, with GDP per capita also down 0.2% q/q.  

Figure 3.  Per capita GDP 

 

Expenditure GDP fell 0.1% 

Expenditure GDP is volatile right now too. This measure fell 0.1% q/q, led 

by a 14.3% decline in total exports – closed borders are hurting 

international tourism and headline GDP. It was another big quarter for 

Government consumption (up 2.0%), suggesting Government demand 

continues to directly or indirectly support demand, but also crowd out 

private sector activity (given widespread capacity constraints). Investment 

is holding its own for now, but that’s unlikely to remain the case as rates 

continue lifting.  

Figure 4.  Expenditure GDP growth 

 

Overall, the post pandemic story is still pretty clear in the expenditure data. 

Exports have taken a big hit thanks to the closed border and missing 

international tourists, but Government spending (and debt) has filled a lot of 

that hole in aggregate (figure 5, over page). Meanwhile, private 

consumption has responded strongly to macroeconomic stimulus, but that’s 

also pushed up demand for goods imports, causing New Zealand’s goods 

trade deficit to widen despite the rising terms of trade. 
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Figure 5.  Real expenditure GDP vs Q4 2019 

 

As interest rates rise, the composition of growth is expected to change. That 

means it’s worth keeping an eye on the expenditure GDP components as a 

share of total GDP over coming quarters. At well over 60% of GDP in Q1, 

household consumption has a lot of say when it comes to the direction of 

travel for the economy, and rising debt-servicing costs and high inflation 

(pushing real household incomes backwards) suggest we’re in for a period 

of belt tightening ahead. That’s not visible in the data yet (private 

consumption lifted 4.6% q/q in Q1), but we think it will be by year end. 

Figure 6.  Domestic components share of total  

 

Meanwhile, record levels of fiscal stimulus have seen government 

consumption as a share of GDP trend higher. But this upwards shift will 

have to come to an end if the Government wants to achieve an operating 

surplus any time soon. Both residential and other investment will have 

elements of Government investment underpinning them, but private sector 

activity accounts for the lion’s share here and will determine the overall path 

going forward. We know from the consents data that there is a very healthy 

pipeline of residential construction activity, but we’d be surprised to see 

actual activity perform as strongly as consents suggest, given cost blow 

outs, sharply lifting interest rates and increasingly uncertain demand. Some 

projects are likely to get scrapped. Other investment (chiefly business 

investment) is also likely to struggle as interest rates rise. However, skills 

shortages provide some ongoing incentive to invest in labour-saving capital 

(provided businesses aren’t too worried about pipeline demand – a big if).   

Looking at the external picture (exports and imports), goods imports have 

recovered very strongly as fiscal and monetary policy added plenty of 

domestic stimulus. Households have also had a more concentrated 

consumption basket, with no ability to travel overseas, and that’s given 

spending on imported goods an additional bump. Goods exports, on the 

other hand, have struggled to outperform, as shipping and capacity woes 

bite.  

https://bit.ly/ANZ-Budget-2022-20220519
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On the services side, extremely restricted international travel has hit both 

sides hard. However, exports are unfortunately a little more dependent on 

travel (ie tourism) than imports, so have underperformed. All going well, the 

return of international tourism will put exports back on top again, but if 

typical seasonality is anything to go by, services exports won’t be on a 

strong path to recovery until the 2022/23 summer (at the earliest). Travel-

related imports are likely to lift earlier than that as Kiwis look to escape the 

colder months ahead.  

Figure 7.  External sector components share of total 

 

All up, the GDP data are still noisy in the wake of COVID, and for the RBNZ, 

a slowdown caused by supply side problems (ie labour shortages) only helps 

explain why inflation pressures are so intense. It doesn’t provide any 

evidence that they are set to wane. For now, indicators of labour market 

tightness and inflation are top of the pops. And unless supply capacity 

increases, the RBNZ will need to see economic demand slip over the coming 

quarters in order to achieve its targets. 
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This document may be restricted by law in certain jurisdictions. Persons who receive this document must inform themselves about and 
observe all relevant restrictions. 

Disclaimer for all jurisdictions: This document is prepared and distributed in your country/region by either: Australia and New 
Zealand Banking Group Limited (ABN11 005 357 522) (ANZ); or its relevant subsidiary or branch (each, an Affiliate), as appropriate or 
as set out below. 

This document is distributed on the basis that it is only for the information of the specified recipient or permitted user of the relevant 
website (recipients).  

This document is solely for informational purposes and nothing contained within is intended to be an invitation, solicitation or offer by 
ANZ to sell, or buy, receive or provide any product or service, or to participate in a particular trading strategy.  

Distribution of this document to you is only as may be permissible by the laws of your jurisdiction, and is not directed to or intended for 
distribution or use by recipients resident or located in jurisdictions where its use or distribution would be contrary to those laws or 
regulations, or in jurisdictions where ANZ would be subject to additional licensing or registration requirements. Further, the products and 
services mentioned in this document may not be available in all countries. 

ANZ in no way provides any financial, legal, taxation or investment advice to you in connection with any product or service discussed in 
this document. Before making any investment decision, recipients should seek independent financial, legal, tax and other relevant advice 
having regard to their particular circumstances.  

Whilst care has been taken in the preparation of this document and the information contained within is believed to be accurate, ANZ 
does not represent or warrant the accuracy or completeness of the information Further, ANZ does not accept any responsibility to inform 
you of any matter that subsequently comes to its notice, which may affect the accuracy of the information in this document. 

Preparation of this document and the opinions expressed in it may involve material elements of subjective judgement and analysis. 
Unless specifically stated otherwise: they are current on the date of this document and are subject to change without notice; and, all 
price information is indicative only. Any opinions expressed in this document are subject to change at any time without notice.  

ANZ does not guarantee the performance of any product mentioned in this document. All investments entail a risk and may result in 
both profits and losses. Past performance is not necessarily an indicator of future performance. The products and services described in 
this document may not be suitable for all investors, and transacting in these products or services may be considered risky. 

ANZ expressly disclaims any responsibility and shall not be liable for any loss, damage, claim, liability, proceedings, cost or expense 
(Liability) arising directly or indirectly and whether in tort (including negligence), contract, equity or otherwise out of or in connection 
with this document to the extent permissible under relevant law. Please note, the contents of this document have not been reviewed by 
any regulatory body or authority in any jurisdiction. 

ANZ and its Affiliates may have an interest in the subject matter of this document. They may receive fees from customers for dealing in 
the products or services described in this document, and their staff and introducers of business may share in such fees or remuneration 
that may be influenced by total sales, at all times received and/or apportioned in accordance with local regulatory requirements. Further, 
they or their customers may have or have had interests or long or short positions in the products or services described in this document, 
and may at any time make purchases and/or sales in them as principal or agent, as well as act (or have acted) as a market maker in 
such products. This document is published in accordance with ANZ’s policies on conflicts of interest and ANZ maintains appropriate 
information barriers to control the flow of information between businesses within it and its Affiliates. 

Your ANZ point of contact can assist with any questions about this document including for further information on these disclosures of 
interest. 

Country/region specific information: Unless stated otherwise, this document is distributed by Australia and New Zealand Banking 
Group Limited (ANZ). 
Australia. ANZ holds an Australian Financial Services licence no. 234527. For a copy of ANZ's Financial Services Guide please click here 
or request from your ANZ point of contact. 
Brazil. This document is distributed on a cross border basis and only following request by the recipient. 
Brunei, India, Japan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Switzerland, Taiwan. This document is distributed in each of these jurisdictions by ANZ on 
a cross-border basis. 
Cambodia. The information contained in this document is confidential and is provided solely for your use upon your request. This does 
not constitute or form part of an offer or solicitation of any offer to engage services, nor should it or any part of it form the basis of, or 
be relied in any connection with, any contract or commitment whatsoever. ANZ does not have a licence to undertake banking operations 
or securities business or similar business, in Cambodia. By requesting financial services from ANZ, you agree, represent and warrant 
that you are engaging our services wholly outside of Cambodia and subject to the laws of the contract governing the terms of our 
engagement. 
Chile. You understand and agree that ANZ Banking Group Limited is not regulated by Chilean Authorities and that the provision of this 
document is not subject to any Chilean supervision and is not guaranteed by any regulatory or governmental agency in Chile. 
Fiji. For Fiji regulatory purposes, this document and any views and recommendations are not to be deemed as investment advice. Fiji 
investors must seek licensed professional advice should they wish to make any investment in relation to this document. 
Hong Kong. This document is issued or distributed in Hong Kong by the Hong Kong branch of ANZ, which is registered at the Hong 
Kong Monetary Authority to conduct Type 1 (dealing in securities), Type 4 (advising on securities) and Type 6 (advising on corporate 
finance) regulated activities. The contents of this document have not been reviewed by any regulatory authority in Hong Kong.  
India. If this document is received in India, only you (the specified recipient) may print it provided that before doing so, you specify on 
it your name and place of printing.  

Macau. Click here to read the disclaimer for all jurisdictions in Mandarin. 澳门. 点击此处阅读所有司法管辖区的免责声明的中文版。 
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Oman. ANZ neither has a registered business presence nor a representative office in Oman and does not undertake banking business or 
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